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Well, we are no longer “newbies” to this newsletter idea, as this is officially our second edition.  For those of you who are reading “the Crier” for the first time, this is our forum for keeping our customers up to date on product specials and upcoming events at Irvine Creek Hay.  And speaking of events….
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Some Thoughts on Pasturing

Due to the risk of colic and laminitis, we are often cautioned about putting horses on “fresh, spring pasture”; however, we may sometimes have a “lush fall pasture” to be aware of, too.  As a general rule, the nutrient content of the pasture will be at its peak when pasture growth is "flush" due to warm temperatures in the spring or precipitation in the fall.  There is a lower protein and energy content in mature grass, and mature grass usually has a higher digestibility.


Animals that are at high risk for laminitis and colic are overweight horses, ponies and miniatures.  But caution should be observed with all horses to allow the animal’s digestive system time to adapt to grazing.  Here are some ideas for preventing laminitis and colic when the animal is put on lush pasture: 

· Slowly increase the pasture time – It is usually recommended that a change in your horse’s diet is done slowly over a period of two weeks, and the same applies with pasture time.  Start slowly with just a couple of hours a day and gradually increase the pasture time from there.

· Feed your horse some hay before giving it pasture time – This is similar to the idea that we humans should never go grocery shopping on an empty stomach.  The horse that enters the pasture hungry is bound to overeat, which is a recipe for disaster (pun intended).

· Keep an eye out for any changes in your horse – Watch for lameness or heat in the hooves, and abdominal distress, which could be indicative of colic. 

· Keep your horse’s feed needs in mind – If necessary, reduce or remove the horse’s pasture time.  Spring and fall grazing needs to be monitored closely.  Watch for changes in your horse, and adjust his pasture time if necessary. 

If you are unsure about turning a horse out onto pasture, check with your veterinarian. 
    

Crop Update

We’ve been getting a lot of questions about the hay crops this season.  After the droughts of 2008 and 2009, we were quite relieved when the rains came and replenished our crops.  Apparently, too many rain dances were performed, and the rains have continued, making it more than a little difficult to put up hay.  We are still baling, but it is a slow procedure this year, for certain.  If you have not yet placed an order for delivery or picked up your hay, give us a call or come on out and take a look at our selection. 
New to the Ranch
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We would like you to meet the newest member of 
our team:  Brianna Carter.  Brianna started 
working for us in July, as Norm’s right-hand [person], to be politically correct.  Brianna is quick with a 
smile, and seems to have no fear, as much as 
we’ve seen so far.  She told us she wanted to learn how to drive a tractor, and she may learn to regret those words, as she has now driven every piece of equipment in the yard!  Brianna has competed in Hunter/Jumper, and enjoys all kinds of outdoor activities, including snowmobiling and dirtbiking, 
and even the occasional round of paintball.

The new hay shed went up without any problems.  Our thanks go out to the crew at Outlast Construction, who did a great job!  For those of you who are interested in the contents of the new shed, we promise to give you all of the details at the Open House on Saturday, September 18th.  
 Horse Humour
You know you’re a horse person when….
· You cluck to your car when you go up a hill.

· Your horse’s hair is in better condition than your own.

· You refer to your car as “my portable tack room”.

· You are excited when your friend tells you there is a huge sale at the bridle shop, then you are disappointed when you realize they mean the bridal shop.

· You have the vet’s number on your speed dial, but not your kid’s pediatrician.

· Your spouse can track dirt into the house all they want, but have mercy on them if they muddy the tack room.

· Your nice clothes are the ones without horse hair all over them.

· You have to go to your friend’s wedding in riding clothes because you took too long at the barn.
Hope to see you at the Open House on September 18th!
You are cordially invited to our Open House on Saturday, September 18th.  Doors open at 11:30 a.m., and the fun and festivities will continue until 3 p.m.   Some of you cynics might be asking yourselves, “What could possibly be fun and festive about buying hay and feed?”  To you skeptics I adamantly reply, “Just you wait and see.”  Never one to toot our own horn, we do have some interesting stuff in mind, and that’s all I’m saying about that.  We really do hope you’ll come out and join us for some fun, frivolity and feed--for you, not your animals.  And don’t forget to bring the kids!











